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FILE: B-184220 DATE: July 17,1975 9 73 ?

MATTER OF: General Handling Systems, Inc.

DIGEST:
Mexican-American Commission established under country-to-
country agreement is not agency of Federal Government whose
expenditures are subject to settlement by GAO. Hence, GAO
will not consider protest involving procurements by such
Commission.

General Handling Systems, Inc., has protested award of a
contract to a Mexican concern under solicitations issued by the
Mexican-United States Commission for the eradication of the screw-
worm.

The Commission was established by agreement between the
United States Department of Agriculture and the Mexican Secre-
tariat of Agriculture and Livestock pursuant to 21 U.S.C. § 114b
(Supp. II, 1972). By the terms of the agreement the purchase of
equipment and supplies for the program are to be Mexican-made
whenever practicable. The promulgation of procedures and regula-
tions necessary to carry out the program is vested in the Commis-
sion. See, in this regard, 52 Comp. Gen. 136, 139 (1972).

Additionally, even though the Commission is 80 percent funded
by the United States, the Commission is not an agency of the Fed-
eral Government and expenditures by the Commission are not subject
to settlement by our Office. The Bid Protest Procedures of our
Office, 40 Fed. Reg. 17979 (1975), provide consideration of pro-
tests against awards or proposed awards of contracts by or for
an agency of the Federal Government whose accounts are subject to
settlement by the GAO.

Accordingly, we must decline to rule on your protest.

For th Comptroller General
of the United States




